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W h y ar e J o c k ers’s fi n di n g s n ot r e pr o d u ci bl e 
o n a si mil ar d at as et ?

1. O v erfitti n g
2. S a m pl e v ers us C as e



T h e vi e w t h at q u a ntit ati v e r es e ar c h ers 
l o o k at m a n y c as es, w hil e q u a ntit ati v e 
r es e ar c h ers l o o k at o nl y o n e or a s m all 
n u m b er of c as es, c a n b e m ai nt ai n e d o nl y 
b y all o wi n g c o n si d er a bl e sli p p a g e i n w h at 
is m e a nt b y “c as e.” . . . [ M]u c h of w h at is 
c o n si d er e d l ar g e -N r es e ar c h m u st als o b e 
s e e n as c as e -st u d y r es e ar c h, a n d t h e 
t e n d e n c y t o c o nfl at e q u alit ati v e st u d y a n d 
c as e st u d y s h o ul d b e r esist e d. ( 3 -4)



[ D]i git al h u m a niti es m et h o d . . . C o n sists i n 
r e p e at e dl y c o a dj u sti n g h u m a n c o n c e pts a n d 
m a c hi n e t e c h n ol o gi es u ntil t h e t w o st a bili z e e a c h 
ot h er i n t e m p or ar y p ost ur es of tr ut h t h at n eit h er 
b y its elf c o ul d s u st ai n. ( 4 1 6)

Al a n Li u, “ W h at is t h e M e a ni n g of Di git al H u m a niti e s t o t h e H u m a niti e s ? ”
P M L A 2 0 1 3
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Pri n ci pl e C o m p o n e nt A n al ysis, J a n e A u st e n, E m m a
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K at h eri n e B o d e, 2 0 2 1

S hifti n g t o a c o n c e pti o n of m e a s ur e m e nt s a s 
eff e ct s of m at eri al arr a n g e m e nt s [ a s i n P h ysi cs, 
r e v e al s t h at] o ur k n o wl e d g e-m a ki n g pr a cti c es 
c o ntri b ut e t o a n d ar e p art of t h e p h e n o m e n a w e 
d es cri b e.



B o d e ar g u es f or a p erf or m ati v e C o m p ut ati o n al Lit er ar y St u di es

i n w hi c h

“ e ntiti es ar e n ot pr e -e xi sti n g b ut g e n er at e d i n a n 
o n g oi n g a n d e m er g e nt w a y b y i nt er a cti o n s, a n d 
t h os e i nt er a cti o n s ar e al w a ys hi st ori c al, 
s y m b oli c, a n d m at eri al si m ult a n e o u sl y ”  

“ C o m pt ati o n al M o d eli n g: Fr o m D at a R e pr e s e nt ati o n t o P erf or m ati v e M at eri alit y "
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I nt ers e cti o n alit y a n d M L s h ar e e pist e m ol o gi es –

It c a n b e us e d t o u n c o v er c at e g ori es a n d p att er ns 
t h at w e h a v e n ot y et dis c o v er e d.

https://tamids.tamu.edu/2020/09/29/tamids-seminar-nelson/
https://cssh.northeastern.edu/faculty/laura-nelson/
https://tamids.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Slides-Laura-Nelson.pdf
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g e n d er t er m s



P ers o n alit y
fi n a n ci al st at u s
fri e n d s hi p
t al e nt s
s o ci al st at u s
e d u c ati o n
o c c u p ati o n
i nt ell e ct
h a bit u al m a n n er
t e m p er a m e nt
m or alit y
p h ysi c al c h ar a ct eri sti cs
p art n er e d (l e g al)
e m oti o n/s e n si bilit y
r eli gi o u s
r a c e ( n o n-w hit e or 
a m bi g u o u s)
f ort u n e
r e s p o n si bilit y

A cti viti e s
p ur c h a si n g or n ot
pl a yi n g (l ei s ur e)
ar g ui n g or n ot
b ei n g al o n e or n ot
o ut d o or a cti vit y
e d u c ati n g or n ot
i n s ulti n g or n ot
r e a di n g or n ot
t hr e at e ni n g or n ot
c o m mitti n g a cri m e
dri n ki n g /s m o ki n g / et c ( vi c e s) or n ot ( virt u e s)
r e c o g ni zi n g or n ot
i nj uri n g or n ot
cr e ati n g or d e str o yi n g
ill n e s s or n ot
s e ei n g or n ot
m o vi n g or n ot
i n h eriti n g or n ot
dir e ct a d dr e s s
si n gi n g / pl a yi n g a n i n str u m e nt
i n d o or a cti vit y
p os s e s si n g ( m at eri al) or n ot

l o vi n g or h ati n g
s uff eri n g or n ot
b ei n g d e pri v e d or g ai ni n g ( a p ers o n)
l e ar ni n g or n ot
tr a v eli n g or n ot
gi vi n g or t a ki n g
w or ki n g or n ot
writi n g or n ot
c o m m u ni c ati n g or n ot
c ar et a ki n g or n ot
fi n di n g or l osi n g ( p os s e s si o n s)
e x hi biti n g or hi di n g
k n o wi n g or n ot
e m oti n g or n ot
f a nt a si zi n g /i m a gi ni n g or n ot
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c o m p eti n g or n ot
f e eli n g (i nt er n al)
e nj o yi n g or n ot
dr e s si n g (t oil etr y)
li st e ni n g / h e ari n g or n ot
r e b elli n g or c o nf or mi n g
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W h at is t h e r el ati o ns hi p b et w e e n lit er at ur e 
a n d r e alit y ?

w h at will w e “s a y ” a b o ut t h e 
r e s e ar c h ? W h at d o e s it m e a n ?


