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1. 
The  (German language) 

First Women’s Movement: 
a discourse and communication 

perspective



The First Women’s Movement (German language)
• From ca. 1850s — early 1930s

• Among the main topics and goals
• (reform of) female education (“Bildung”)

• Participation (politics, occupations, suffrage)

• Sexual morals

• Gender relationship, question of “differences”
(nature, ideals of female/male lifestyle)

• …

• Not a unified movement
• E.g. proletarian movement vs. varieties of

bourgeois positions

• A plethora of female writers and activists
• Helene Lange, Anita Augspurg, Clara Zetkin, …



A discourse and communication perspective on
The First Women’s Movement (German language)

• A vast repertoire of media, text types, e.g.
• Books (Hedwig Dohm, Der Frauen Natur… 1876)
• Journals (Die Frau), journal articles (Lange 1896 >>)
• Petitions (the socalled “yellow brochure”)
• Pamphlets and forms of agitation
• Letters, speeches, minutes of congresses, 
• …

• Repertoire of argumentative strategies, 
polemic moves, forms of defence, etc.
• Intertextuality, cross-referencing
• addressing antagonist positions

• Vocabulary usage in discourse

• Group profiles, individual author profiles



2.
Our own Research Questions



Our own Research Questions
• Reconstruction of discourse structures

in respect of core topics and “ideologies“
• E.g. the right to vote and to be elected

the socalled “Differenzhypothese”

• Repertoire of communicative moves and
strategies of the public debate, e.g.:
• Social engagement of women justifies suffrage

• Analysis and documentation of vocabulary
usage, e.g. Sphärentheorie, Sphärenanbeter
• E.g. polemical usage: “Sphärenanbeter”, ‘Adherent

to the idea of different spheres of women and men’.

• The quest for an integrated system of
representation and documentation





Article “Sphäre” (sphere)

Lemma

Semantic information and
specific word usage in TdeF
texts

References to dictionaries

Quotations from the TdeF-
Corpus

Background:
TEI Lex-0 encoding

2021: ca. 1000 articles



3.
The German Text Archive (DTA)

and its sub-corpus 
“Texte der ersten Frauenbewegung”

(“German language texts of the First Women’s Movement”)

https://www.deutschestextarchiv.de/doku/textquellen#tdef

https://www.deutschestextarchiv.de/doku/textquellen#tdef


The German Text Archive / Deutsches Textarchiv

• www.deutschestextarchiv.de/doku/textquellen
www.deutschestextarchiv.de/doku/basisformat
www.deutschestextarchiv.de/doku/DDC-suche_hilfe

• Reference corpus for New High German

• DTA Core Corpus: 17th – 19th century
• balanced (text types, time, subject fields)

• DTA Extensions (DTAE): 
• Curated/User generated additions

• TEI, DTA Base format (DTABf)

• fully integrated into ZDL/DWDS platform & corpora
and CLARIN-D/CLARIAH-DE infrastructure

 external sources
 DTABf encoding
 Query facilities

http://www.deutschestextarchiv.de/doku/textquellen
https://www.deutschestextarchiv.de/doku/DDC-suche_hilfe
https://www.deutschestextarchiv.de/doku/basisformat
https://www.deutschestextarchiv.de/doku/DDC-suche_hilfe


The German Text Archive / Deutsches Textarchiv

• www.deutschestextarchiv.de/doku/textquellen
www.deutschestextarchiv.de/doku/basisformat
www.deutschestextarchiv.de/doku/DDC-suche_hilfe

• Reference corpus for New High German

• DTA Core Corpus: 17th – 19th century
• balanced (text types, time, subject fields)

• DTA Extensions (DTAE): 
• Curated/User generated additions

• TEI, DTA Base format (DTABf)

• Powerful search/query facilities
(incl. PoS, spelling normalisation;
RegEx, metadata filters & more!)

 external sources
 DTABf encoding
 Query facilities

/sphär/i #has[flags,'ready::tdef']

http://www.deutschestextarchiv.de/doku/textquellen
https://www.deutschestextarchiv.de/doku/DDC-suche_hilfe
https://www.deutschestextarchiv.de/doku/basisformat
https://www.deutschestextarchiv.de/doku/DDC-suche_hilfe


The Sub-Corpus TdeF
“German language texts of the First Women’s Movement”

• So far: 78 texts (short ones, long ones)

• 2720 pages/scans, ca. 5.2M chars, ca. 750.000 tokens

• The core: texts on women‘s suffrage
some more general texts (e.g. Dohm 1876)
some texts on other topics

• The Tdef-Corpus as a “living” archive
New texts are available within a few days

• Specific queries in the Tdef-Corpus, e.g.:
• /sphär/i #has[flags,'ready::tdef'] #has[author,/Dohm/]

• /sphär/i #has[flags,'ready::tdef'] #less_by_date[1850,1899]



https://www.deutschestextarchiv.de/ichenhaeuser_frauenziele_1913
https://www.deutschestextarchiv.de/ichenhaeuser_frauenziele_1913


Tool: DiaCollo, cf. https://clarin-d.de/en/diacollo-en

https://clarin-d.de/en/diacollo-en


preprocessed XML in three variants (translit, norm, lemma)

Voyant Tools with preprocessed DTA texts, cf. 
https://www.deutschestextarchiv.de/news/61

https://www.deutschestextarchiv.de/news/61


Difference hypothesis & word usage: “Sphäre”, “Kreis”

*kreis* || Kreis #has[flags,'ready::tdef'] #has[author,/Lange, Helene/]



4.
Further Research Perspectives



Further research perspectives
1. Uses of the Tdef-Corpus for other purposes

• Explorative uses of DH methods
e.g. sentiment analysis, topic modeling, NE recognition, … (caution!)

• History of ideas in gender research, e.g. the topos of the “nature” of women
• Female language use in the history of political/parliamentary discourse
• Further topics in the history of female language use (e.g. syntax)
• Comparison with other reform movements of the 19th/early 20th century
• …

2. Collaboration and contributions
• Do not hesitate to contact us with any ideas and suggestions for texts you

might contribute

3. We are confident that you will come up with still more research
scenarios.



Thank you for your attention!
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